

















Saving the Animals

Capt. Sumner and rescued Lumpy the camel; Lawrence with U.S. military volunteers and Army Capt. Sumner;
beautiful Bengal tiger, which was skin and bones when Lawrence arrived and so dehydrated he was not able to drink.

“On my first walk around the Baghdad Zoo at
the beginning of the war, I was so dismayed
by what I saw, I considered that getting a

that he was obtaining food and supplies for
the zoo and its former returned staff (who
had originally been employed by the Iraqi

Zoo, available from all popular booksellers.
The book is also being made into a major
motion picture, Good Luck, Mr. Anthony,
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of which we are S0 much a part.”

rifle and shooting each animal would be
the only humane thing to do,” Anthony
says. “Thad never seen animals in such poor
condition. Outside of a few individuals, no
humans showed any interest whatsoever in
the welfare of these magnificent creatures,
or afforded them any common decency”

Very fortunately, he decided to stay
and attempt the rescue. But servicing the
remaining animals was an impossible task,
as looters had taken literally everything,
including water pipes. Anthony and several
others quickly recruited assistants, who had
to hand-carry water from the nearby river
in buckets in 120- to 130-degree heat.

In addition to water, of course, the animals
had to eat. Finding food for animals in a city
in which humans couldn’t even find enough
to eat was, needless to say, a Herculean task.
But Anthony accomplished it. In the early
days a good amount of food came from
Saddam Husseins former palaces, which at
the beginning of the war weren’t guarded. In

government), he didn’t consider his activities
“looting”—he jokes that it was simply an
“intergovernmental transfer of supplies.”

Establishing relationships with the local
populace and military, Anthony became
affectionately known as “the crazy South
African” and engendered more and more
assistance in an area where “shoot to
kill” was the order of the day. As his own
personal funds were drained, he got on
his satellite phone and managed to raise
$650,000 in donations from around the
world so that his efforts could continue.

The Baghdad project, which incorporated
the rescue of animals from several private
menageriesaround the cityand aheroicrescue
of Saddam’s personal prize stallions, resulted
in a fully-functioning zoo being proudly
handed back to the Iraqi government.

There are many more astounding details
to this amazing story, which can be found
in Anthony’s book Babylon’s Ark: The
Incredible Wartime Rescue of the Baghdad

by Beacon pictures, slated to be directed by
Taylor Hackford.

“This had a profound impact on me,” says
Anthony, “and I decided that an example
had to be set. Some of us humans had to get
together, draw a line and say, this far and
no further. A stand had to be made against
mankind’s irreverence for other life forms.
At the end of the day we only survive because
of man’s deep roots into the environment
and plant and animal kingdoms of which
we are so much a part”

Following the Baghdad rescue, Lawrence
Anthony founded The Earth Organization,
an international group with which he is
carrying on his substantial conservation
work and which will also be the subject of a
future feature in Organic Connections.

For more information visit
www.lawrenceanthony.co.za/
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